
Almost 593 dogs and cats have been fixed with KV-POP’s help since September 

2013! 

That’s roughly an equal number of cats and dogs, and more females than males. 

But is it enough? 

Target Zero Institute is a nonprofit organization that helps communities “get to 

zero” – that is, reduce shelter euthanasia to the point where it is as close to zero 

as possible. According to this organization, “Studies show that at least five (5) sur-

geries subsidized for low income pet owners for every one thousand (1,000) peo-

ple in the area in question will decrease shelter intake. Decreasing shelter intake is 

associated with decreasing euthanasia.”   

So far KV-POP has fixed twenty pets per thousand people. That’s four times 

the minimum required to decrease pet homelessness. Thanks to your sup-

port, KV-POP is decreasing pet homelessness and euthanasia in our area! 

Kirksville – Protect Our 

Pets (KV-POP) is a non-

profit organization dedi-

cated to community 

outreach for the benefit 

of the area's pet dogs 

and cats. We are not a 

rescue or a shelter; 

instead, we provide 

spay/neuter assistance, 

pet identification tags, 

humane education, and 

other resources to help 

people care for their 

pets. We also encour-

age people to adopt 

their next pet. Our 

ultimate goal is to re-

duce the number of 

homeless animals at 

local shelters and res-

cues. 
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New Year Donation Challenge 

 

An anonymous donor has offered to match dollar for dollar all donations to KV-POP between now and 

January 1st – up to $500! Please consider making a special, year-end, tax deductible gift! Let’s double that 

$500 and make $1000 for more cat and dog spays in NEMO! 

“Thanx for ur help. We appreciate it. May your organization be 

blessed financially. You all do awesome work!” 

Change on Board of Directors 

KV-POP co-founder Sherri Palmer completed her two year term and stepped off the board as of Sep-

tember 15, 2015. Sherri played an important role in the early days of this organization, as her prior expe-

rience with local spay/neuter efforts guided our planning and decision making. We thank her for her ser-

vice and look forward to her continued involvement as a member! 

We welcome Laci Cook as a new director and vice-president. As owner of Pawsitive Animalworks, Laci 

knows more than most about dog training, pet grooming, and the importance of the animal-human bond. 

She has also been a terrific advocate for pets in Kirksville, most recently as a proponent of Kirksville’s 

first dog park, the McKinney Bark Park. We look forward to working with Laci in the years ahead! 



Q: I heard that TNR is legal in Kirksville now. What does this mean? 

A: Yes, approved animal rescue groups may now legally engage in 

Trap-Neuter-Return within city limits. TNR has been proven to re-

duce the number of feral cats in any given area. Since sterilized cats 

cannot reproduce, populations tend to level off and then drop off.  

Q: I don’t like the “Return” part of TNR. I don’t want feral cats in my 

neighborhood! 

A: There are already feral cats in your neighborhood! The Animal 

Control Officer routinely responds to nuisance calls about feral cats. 

He traps them and disposes of them. However, lethal control doesn’t 

work: the feral cat population continues to thrive. That’s because the 

removal of some cats provides an opportunity for other cats. They 

move into the recently vacated area in search of a food source. This 

is called the “vacuum effect.” And it’s an endless cycle. Returning cats 

who can’t reproduce is the only way to provide stability and stop the 

cycle. 

Q: How will I know if a cat has already been fixed as part of the TNR program? 

Animals in this program can be recognized by a missing ear tip. It is removed by a veterinarian while the cat is under 

anesthesia. This is a painless procedure for the cat and it keeps us from picking up the same cats over and over again. 

Q: When do you get started? 

A: Right now we are gathering up the necessary equipment and training our volunteers. If you would like to join our 

team, please let us know! We plan to begin working in our first target area in the spring.  
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Woofstock 2015 

Thanks to everyone who came out to the Peckosh Farm for Woofstock 2015! How 

nice to see so many animal lovers out for a day and night in the country! Plus we raised 

$1240 to help spay/neuter local pets. 

Special thanks to all the volunteers who made this event possible, including our hosts 

Claire Peckosh, Logan Peckosh, and Meg Edwards, as well as Mary Updyke, Cindy May-

berry, Betty Lou Mennemeyer, Alex Tetlak, Kathy Adler, Laci Cook, Bob Mielke, Avery 

Tillet Ke, Bridget Thomas, Judy Shuey, Cecil Shuey, and the various musicians (Ron, 

James, Joey, and others) who jammed while the bonfire burned. 

Let's do this again October 2016! 

 

Please Help Us Educate Our Neighbors about TNR!  



Be a Gentle Leader! Get a Gentle Leader! 

Most experts agree that you cannot train your dog to do anything until you have 

established your authority. But before you can do this, you have got to get your 

dog’s attention: do this by playing with her, using an excited voice, or doing 

something surprising! Once you are ready to start training, make clear requests 

(with voice, body language, and hand signals), maintain a calm presence, and be 

consistent when making corrections. The use of force or anger is not necessary. 

You can be a gentle leader. 

If you like to take walks but feel you can’t always handle your dog, you might try 

a collar called “The Gentle Leader.” The Gentle Leader is a head collar that fits 

over a dog’s muzzle, thus allowing the handler more control over a dog on a 

leash. A dog simply cannot pull ahead when on this special collar. This helps you 

get your dog’s attention so that you can keep her walking at your side.  

Proper fit of this collar is important. Be sure to read all instructions before leav-

ing the house with your dog in this collar, and use a regular collar with ID as a 

back-up. Your dog may struggle at first against the new style of collar. Don’t react 

with sympathy or scolding. He should eventually stop fighting and accept your 

gentle leadership. 
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WHERE HAS KV-POP BEEN 

LATELY? 

 Project Homeless Connect 

 Kirksville City Council meetings 

 Woofstock 

 Howl-o-ween Spooktacular, 

McKinney Bark Park 

 Adair County Humane Society 

Public Meeting 

 Good Morning Heartland and 

prime time news, KTVO 

 Area Scene, KIRX 

 Kirksville Daily Express, front 

page 

 Truman Index, front page 

 Farmers Market, August and  

September 

 Red Barn Festival 

 Hy-Vee Kitten Season Food Drive 

MARK YOU CALENDARS! 

 

Small Town Big Brew 

Kirksville Guild of Brewers 

 

Friday, December 4 

7:00-10:00 PM 

Dukum Upp 

 

KV-POP will receive a portion 

of the proceeds!  

Thanks, KGB!  

Sponsor the spay/neuter surgery of a pet in need:  

 

Dog   Cat 

Buster - $70  Tom - $50 

Lady  - $100  Callie - $70 

 

Send donations to KV-POP, P.O. Box 173, Kirksville, MO 

63501 OR donate online using PayPal: kv-pop.org/donate 

http://kv-pop.org/donate


The mission of Kirksville – Protect Our Pets (KV-POP) is to control pet overpopulation in Kirksville, Missouri, and in the rural 

area within 30 miles of its city center (or outside of the 30 mile radius if a compelling need is determined by the Board of Di-

rectors); to reduce the number of dogs and cats who are neglected, surrendered, or abandoned within this area. 

 

Board Members: 

Bridget Thomas, President  

Claire Peckosh, Vice-President 

Laci Cook, Vice-President 

Felix Adler, Treasurer 

Katherine Adler, Secretary 

 

Our Mission 

 

Kirksville - Protect our Pets 

Phone: 660 988 6885 

E-mail: info@kv-pop.org 

KV-POP 

PO BOX 173 

Kirksville, MO  63501 

Donate with confidence.  

We spend 95.5% of our funds on spay/

neuter outreach in and around Kirksville, 

Missouri. Our sole source of funding is 

membership dues and donations.  

Don't forget: KV-POP is a 501(c)(3) organi-

zation; donations are tax deductible.  


